o 09'S, 40 o 22'W), which is situated in the semi-arid region of Pernambuco, northeastern Brazil. This area is located at an altitude of 365 m in a region known as the Sertaneja Depression. The climate is characterized by extended dry periods alternating with ephemeral rains. The region corresponds to type BSwh, of Kö ppen's system (Embrapa, 1993 . Zoneamento Agroecoló gico do Nordeste) and the annual rainfall is 510 mm. The vegetation is xerophytic, with Bromeliaceae and Cactaceae being especially representative (Egler, Rev. Bras. Geog.13:65-78. 1951) Species identifications were carried out using Alston et al. (Bull. Brit. Mus. Nat Hist. 9:233-330. 1981 The most notable pteridophyte of the semi-arid region is certainly S. convoluta, the poikilohydrous type, also observed by Morelo (Rev. Bras. Biol. 14: 83-108. 1954 ). This reviviscent species has physiological characters that confer resistance to hydric stress; they curl up and remain alive through the drought, unfolding each time they are moistened (Rawistscher et al., An. Acad. Bras. Ciên. 21: 287-301. 1952) . Although pteridophytes are uncommon in xeric environments, especially when compared to areas with more mesic edafoclimatic conditions (Ambró sio and Barros, Acta Bot. Bras. 11:105-113. 1997) , they are becoming increasingly documented and studied (Kornás, Acta Soc. Poloniae 46:669-690. 1977 , and other references above). The three new records discussed above are intended to show that the distribution of pteridophytes in xeric regions remains still largely undocumented.
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